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ORGANISED CRIME — ANTI-CONSORTING LEGISLATION 
28. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s strong commitment to tackling organised crime. 
(1) Can the Attorney General outline to the house how this government’s anti-consorting laws will ensure that 

police have the power to disrupt serious and organised crime in WA and break the backs of criminal networks? 
(2) Can the Attorney General advise how these laws compare to the weak efforts of the Barnett–Harvey 

Liberal–National government? 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley for the question, and yes, I am able to do that. 
(1)–(2) Next week the McGowan government will introduce the Criminal Law (Unlawful Consorting) Bill 2019—

a new and effective weapon in this state’s fight against organised crime. The bill has been carefully crafted 
in consultation with the WA Police Force to be the toughest anti-consorting laws in Australia. The purpose 
of the legislation is to disrupt communication and networking between convicted offenders. The most 
visible form of organised crime in this state are the outlaw motorcycle gangs who are the principal dealers 
of drugs like meth, which is wreaking misery across Western Australia. Paedophiles and other criminal 
syndicates are also well within our sights. Under the laws, police will have the power to issue an unlawful 
consorting notice, restricting the recipient from consorting with prohibited associates on two more 
occasions during a three-year period. A person found guilty of the new offence of unlawful consorting 
with a convicted offender will face up to five years’ imprisonment. 
I remind members that these new laws are required because of the complete and total failure of the previous 
government’s Criminal Organisation Control Act. COCA was unusable because it required the police to 
assemble an unworkable volume of evidence to apply to the Supreme Court to declare what was obvious: 
that a gang be declared a criminal organisation. The Barnett–Harvey Liberal–National government promised 
COCA would disband bikie gangs in WA but in the last seven years, seven new gangs have arrived and 
bikie gang membership has doubled. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Last year, a statutory review of COCA confirmed that no criminal organisations had been 
declared under this useless act. In a separate report, the Ombudsman of Western Australia found that under 
Queensland’s version of COCA, a single application for a criminal organisation declaration took 18 months to 
prepare at a cost of $1.9 million before it was abandoned. In a crushing blow to the Liberal–National law and order 
credentials, the Western Australian Ombudsman recommended repealing COCA and implementing other measures 
to disrupt and restrict organised crime and protect the public from violence. When the Ombudsman asked the 
Commissioner of Police, Commissioner Dawson, what would be a good alternative to the failed COCA act to help 
WA Police tackle bikies, Commissioner Dawson said that WA Police wanted anti-consorting laws, and that is 
what we have given them. They have proved very effective in New South Wales. Anti-consorting notices can be 
issued immediately by a senior police officer rather than have to wait for a court. This agility will allow police to 
disrupt criminal gangs that have constantly evolving memberships and hierarchies.  
Members opposite like to bleat about being tough on crime but in reality their efforts to tackle bikie gangs and to 
disrupt the meth trade have been exposed as useless. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Ministers cannot read their answers. I gave you a fair bit of leeway because you lifted 
your head a couple of times but you are not allowed to do it. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The Ombudsman identified the COCA act as being weak and ineffective. The McGowan 
Labor government will give police the tools to disrupt bikie gangs and organised crime. This will not be the end 
of it. We have new laws in the pipeline. These will be the toughest anti-consorting laws in the commonwealth. 
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